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measure, passed by the Senate last
year, that would extend for 3 years the
legislative authority for the Board of
Regents of Gunston Hall to establish a
memorial to George Mason.

Public law 101–358 authorized the
Board of Regents of Gunston Hall to es-
tablish a memorial to George Mason,
who is widely recognized for his role in
events surrounding the drafting of the
U.S. Constitution and its first 10
amendments known as the Bill of
Rights.

Plans for the memorial provide for
its location on Federal land in the dis-
trict of Columbia, near the 14th Street
Bridge, which was previously named in
his honor.

A 3-year extension of the memorial
authorization is necessary in order to
allow planning and fund-raising to be
brought to a successful conclusion.
Senate bill 423 was favorably reported
from the committee on Resources last
October, without amendment. The bill
does have the support of the adminis-
tration. I ask my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of S. 423, legislation to ex-
tend the legislative authority for the Board of
Regents of Gunston Hall to establish a memo-
rial to honor a distinguished Virginian, George
Mason.

In 1776, George Mason wrote the Virginia
Declaration of Rights, the first document in
America calling for freedom of the press, free-
dom of religion, proscription of unreasonable
searches, and the right to a speedy trial. The
Virginia Declaration of Rights not only served
as a model for our national Bill or Rights; but
historians believe that Mason’s refusal to sign
the Constitution for its failure, initially, to in-
clude a declaration of rights was a major im-
petus for eventual adoption of the first ten
amendments of the Constitution.

George Mason sacrificed friendships by in-
sisting that a strong national government could
not be secured without also firmly establishing
individual rights, and Mason inevitably chose
his family over politics. He retired from public
office following the Constitutional Convention
and died just a few years later in 1792. His
contemporaries, Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison, lived decades longer and were elect-
ed presidents of the United States, and thus
Mason’s contributions were soon over-
shadowed.

During the 101st Congress legislation au-
thorizing a private, nonprofit organization to
establish a memorial to George Mason on fed-
eral land in the District of Columbia passed
and was signed by then-President George
Bush. In the 102nd Congress, a resolution
passed concurring that George Mason was an
individual ‘‘of preeminent historical significance
to the nation,’’ and authorized the placement
of the memorial within select Area I lands, in
sight of the memorials of two of Mason’s clos-
est friends: George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson. The legislation was signed into law
on April 28, 1992 and approved by the Na-
tional Capital Memorial Committee in Decem-
ber 1993.

To pay homage to a man whose ideas
played a prominent role in the founding of the

American republic, a fitting memorial has been
designed for this site, located between Ohio
Drive and the 14th Street Bridge, overlooking
the Tidal Basin. The memorial designs have
been completed and submitted for review to
all necessary advisory and review boards and
by agreement, the United States Park Service
is to maintain the memorial once completed.
In accordance with the Commemorative Works
Act of 1986, one million dollars must be raised
in non-federal funds to construct this historic
monument and ground breaking must occur
no later than August 1998. The Board of Re-
gents of Gunston Hall Plantation, a historical
organization that oversees Mason’s family
home in Fairfax County, is dedicated to raising
the necessary funds for the monument and
seeing this important project through to its
completion, however, the August 1998 dead-
line is rapidly approaching. At this time, fund-
raising efforts, while successful, will not be
completed by the August 1998 deadline.
That’s why I support this necessary legislation
granting an extension until August 2000.

The Commemorative Works Act requires
two separate acts of Congress before a me-
morial may be placed in Area I lands. This
monument has met both requirements. The
final battle is a fundraising one and the Board
of Regents of Gunston Hall has a plan of at-
tack. Last year, they launched Liberty 20000,
a campaign to share George Mason’s legacy
of liberty. The Board of Regents hope to build
an endowment fund to ensure a secure future
for Gunston Hall and attain the necessary
non-federal funds to break ground and com-
plete their efforts to bring George Mason’s leg-
acy to the Mall.

This is non-controversial legislation that
passed the Senate and the House Resources
Committee unanimously. I ask my colleagues
to join me in supporting this three-year exten-
sion so we may properly commemorate this
great statesman and Virginian, George Mason.
Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I have no additional speakers. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the Senate bill, S. 423.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid upon
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on S. 423, the Senate bill just
passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.
f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT
Messages in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States were commu-

nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

f

b 1630

U.S. HOLOCAUST ASSETS
COMMISSION ACT OF 1998

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3662) to establish a commission to
examine issues pertaining to the dis-
position of Holocaust-era assets in the
United States before, during, and after
World War II, and to make rec-
ommendations to the President on fur-
ther action, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3662

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘U.S. Holo-
caust Assets Commission Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
Presidential Commission, to be known as the
‘‘Presidential Advisory Commission on Holo-
caust Assets in the United States’’ (hereafter
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) NUMBER.—The Commission shall be

composed of 21 members, appointed in ac-
cordance with paragraph (2).

(2) APPOINTMENTS.—Of the 21 members of
the Commission—

(A) 8 shall be private citizens, appointed by
the President;

(B) 4 shall be representatives of the De-
partment of State, the Department of Jus-
tice, the Department of the Army, and the
Department of the Treasury (1 representa-
tive of each such Department), appointed by
the President;

(C) 2 shall be Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives;

(D) 2 shall be Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, appointed by the minority lead-
er of the House of Representatives;

(E) 2 shall be Members of the Senate, ap-
pointed by the majority leader of the Senate;

(F) 2 shall be Members of the Senate, ap-
pointed by the minority leader of the Senate;
and

(G) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council.

(3) CRITERIA FOR MEMBERSHIP.—Each pri-
vate citizen appointed to the Commission
shall be an individual who has a record of
demonstrated leadership on issues relating
to the Holocaust or in the fields of com-
merce, culture, or education that would as-
sist the Commission in analyzing the disposi-
tion of the assets of Holocaust victims.

(4) ADVISORY PANELS.—The Chairperson of
the Commission may, in the discretion of the
Chairperson, establish advisory panels to the
Commission, including State or local offi-
cials, representatives of organizations hav-
ing an interest in the work of the Commis-
sion, or others having expertise that is rel-
evant to the purposes of the Commission.

(5) DATE.—The appointments of the mem-
bers of the Commission shall be made not
later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(c) CHAIRPERSON.—The Chairperson of the
Commission shall be selected by the Presi-
dent from among the members of the Com-
mission appointed under subparagraph (A) or
(B) of subsection (b)(2).
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(d) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—Members of

the Commission shall be appointed for the
life of the Commission.

(e) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the mem-
bership of the Commission shall not affect
its powers, but shall be filled in the same
manner as the original appointment.

(f) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet
at the call of the Chairperson at any time
after the date of appointment of the Chair-
person.

(g) QUORUM.—11 members of the Commis-
sion shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser
number of members may hold meetings.
SEC. 3. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) ORIGINAL RESEARCH.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in paragraph (3), the Commission shall
conduct a thorough study and develop a his-
torical record of the collection and disposi-
tion of the assets described in paragraph (2),
if such assets came into the possession or
control of the Federal Government, includ-
ing the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System and any Federal reserve
bank, at any time after January 30, 1933—

(A) after having been obtained from vic-
tims of the Holocaust by, on behalf of, or
under authority of a government referred to
in subsection (c);

(B) because such assets were left un-
claimed as the result of actions taken by, on
behalf of, or under authority of a govern-
ment referred to in subsection (c); or

(C) in the case of assets consisting of gold
bullion, monetary gold, or similar assets,
after such assets had been obtained by the
Nazi government of Germany from govern-
mental institutions in any area occupied by
the military forces of the Nazi government
of Germany.

(2) TYPES OF ASSETS.—Assets described in
this paragraph include—

(A) gold, including gold bullion, monetary
gold, or similar assets in the possession of or
under the control of the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System or any Fed-
eral reserve bank;

(B) gems, jewelry, and nongold precious
metals;

(C) accounts in banks in the United States;
(D) domestic financial instruments pur-

chased before May 8, 1945, by individual vic-
tims of the Holocaust, whether recorded in
the name of the victim or in the name of a
nominee;

(E) insurance policies and proceeds thereof;
(F) real estate situated in the United

States;
(G) works of art; and
(H) books, manuscripts, and religious ob-

jects.
(3) COORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES.—In carry-

ing out its duties under paragraph (1), the
Commission shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, coordinate its activities with,
and not duplicate similar activities already
being undertaken by, private individuals,
private entities, or government entities,
whether domestic or foreign.

(4) INSURANCE POLICIES.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out its duties

under this Act, the Commission shall take
note of the work of the National Association
of Insurance Commissioners with regard to
Holocaust-era insurance issues and shall en-
courage the National Association of Insur-
ance Commissioners to prepare a report on
the Holocaust-related claims practices of all
insurance companies, both domestic and for-
eign, doing business in the United States at
any time after January 30, 1933, that issued
any individual life, health, or property-cas-
ualty insurance policy to any individual on
any list of Holocaust victims, including the
following lists:

(i) The list maintained by the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in

Washington, D.C., of Jewish Holocaust sur-
vivors.

(ii) The list maintained by the Yad Vashem
Holocaust Memorial Authority in its Hall of
Names of individuals who died in the Holo-
caust.

(B) INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED.—The re-
port on insurance companies prepared pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A) should include the
following, to the degree the information is
available:

(i) The number of policies issued by each
company to individuals described in such
subparagraph.

(ii) The value of each policy at the time of
issue.

(iii) The total number of policies, and the
dollar amount, that have been paid out.

(iv) The total present-day value of assets
in the United States of each company.

(C) COORDINATION.—The Commission shall
coordinate its work on insurance issues with
that of the international Washington Con-
ference on Holocaust-Era Assets, to be con-
vened by the Department of State and the
United States Holocaust Memorial Council.

(b) COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF OTHER RE-
SEARCH.—Upon receiving permission from
any relevant individuals or entities, the
Commission shall review comprehensively
any research by private individuals, private
entities, and non-Federal government enti-
ties, whether domestic or foreign, into the
collection and disposition of the assets de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2), to the extent
that such research focuses on assets that
came into the possession or control of pri-
vate individuals, private entities, or non-
Federal government entities within the
United States at any time after January 30,
1933, either—

(1) after having been obtained from victims
of the Holocaust by, on behalf of, or under
authority of a government referred to in sub-
section (c); or

(2) because such assets were left unclaimed
as the result of actions taken by, on behalf
of, or under authority of a government re-
ferred to in subsection (c).

(c) GOVERNMENTS INCLUDED.—A govern-
ment referred to in this subsection includes,
as in existence during the period beginning
on March 23, 1933, and ending on May 8,
1945—

(1) the Nazi government of Germany;
(2) any government in any area occupied

by the military forces of the Nazi govern-
ment of Germany;

(3) any government established with the
assistance or cooperation of the Nazi govern-
ment of Germany; and

(4) any government which was an ally of
the Nazi government of Germany.

(d) REPORTS.—
(1) SUBMISSION TO THE PRESIDENT.—Not

later than December 31, 1999, the Commis-
sion shall submit a final report to the Presi-
dent that shall contain any recommenda-
tions for such legislative, administrative, or
other action as it deems necessary or appro-
priate. The Commission may submit interim
reports to the President as it deems appro-
priate.

(2) SUBMISSION TO THE CONGRESS.—After re-
ceipt of the final report under paragraph (1),
the President shall submit to the Congress
any recommendations for legislative, admin-
istrative, or other action that the President
considers necessary or appropriate.
SEC. 4. POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may hold
such hearings, sit and act at such times and
places, take such testimony, and receive
such evidence as the Commission considers
advisable to carry out this Act.

(b) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES.—The Commission may secure directly

from any Federal department or agency such
information as the Commission considers
necessary to carry out this Act. Upon re-
quest of the Chairperson of the Commission,
the head of any such department or agency
shall furnish such information to the Com-
mission as expeditiously as possible.

(c) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission
may use the United States mails in the same
manner and under the same conditions as
other departments and agencies of the Fed-
eral Government.

(d) GIFTS.—The Commission may accept,
use, and dispose of gifts or donations of serv-
ices or property.

(e) ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES.—For the
purposes of obtaining administrative serv-
ices necessary to carry out the purposes of
this Act, including the leasing of real prop-
erty for use by the Commission as an office,
the Commission shall have the power to—

(1) enter into contracts and modify, or con-
sent to the modification of, any contract or
agreement to which the Commission is a
party; and

(2) acquire, hold, lease, maintain, or dis-
pose of real and personal property.
SEC. 5. COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.

(a) COMPENSATION.—No member of the
Commission who is a private citizen shall be
compensated for service on the Commission.
All members of the Commission who are offi-
cers or employees of the United States shall
serve without compensation in addition to
that received for their services as officers or
employees of the United States.

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The members of
the Commission shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code, while away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Commis-
sion.

(c) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DEPUTY EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR, GENERAL COUNSEL, AND
OTHER STAFF.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the selection of the Chairperson of the
Commission under section 2, the Chairperson
shall, without regard to the civil service
laws and regulations, appoint an executive
director, a deputy executive director, and a
general counsel of the Commission, and such
other additional personnel as may be nec-
essary to enable the Commission to perform
its duties under this Act.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The executive direc-
tor, deputy executive director, and general
counsel of the Commission shall be ap-
pointed without regard to political affili-
ation, and shall possess all necessary secu-
rity clearances for such positions.

(3) DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The
executive director of the Commission shall—

(A) serve as principal liaison between the
Commission and other Government entities;

(B) be responsible for the administration
and coordination of the review of records by
the Commission; and

(C) be responsible for coordinating all offi-
cial activities of the Commission.

(4) COMPENSATION.—The Chairperson of the
Commission may fix the compensation of the
executive director, deputy executive direc-
tor, general counsel, and other personnel em-
ployed by the Commission, without regard to
the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter
III of chapter 53 of title 5, United States
Code, relating to classification of positions
and General Schedule pay rates, except
that—

(A) the rate of pay for the executive direc-
tor of the Commission may not exceed the
rate payable for level III of the Executive
Schedule under section 5314 of title 5, United
States Code; and
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(B) the rate of pay for the deputy executive

director, the general counsel of the Commis-
sion, and other Commission personnel may
not exceed the rate payable for level IV of
the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of
title 5, United States Code.

(5) EMPLOYEE BENEFITS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—An employee of the Com-

mission shall be an employee for purposes of
chapters 83, 84, 85, 87, and 89 of title 5, United
States Code, and service as an employee of
the Commission shall be service for purposes
of such chapters.

(B) NONAPPLICATION TO MEMBERS.—This
paragraph shall not apply to a member of the
Commission.

(6) OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT.—
The Office of Personnel Management—

(A) may promulgate regulations to apply
the provisions referred to under subsection
(a) to employees of the Commission; and

(B) shall provide support services, on a re-
imbursable basis, relating to—

(i) the initial employment of employees of
the Commission; and

(ii) other personnel needs of the Commis-
sion.

(d) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—
Any Federal Government employee may be
detailed to the Commission without reim-
bursement to the agency of that employee,
and such detail shall be without interruption
or loss of civil service status or privilege.

(e) PROCUREMENT OF TEMPORARY AND
INTERMITTENT SERVICES.—The Chairperson of
the Commission may procure temporary and
intermittent services under section 3109(b) of
title 5, United States Code, at rates for indi-
viduals which do not exceed the daily equiva-
lent of the annual rate of basic pay pre-
scribed for level V of the Executive Schedule
under section 5316 of such title.

(f) STAFF QUALIFICATIONS.—Any person ap-
pointed to the staff of or employed by the
Commission shall be an individual of integ-
rity and impartiality.

(g) CONDITIONAL EMPLOYMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may

offer employment on a conditional basis to a
prospective employee pending the comple-
tion of any necessary security clearance
background investigation. During the pend-
ency of any such investigation, the Commis-
sion shall ensure that such conditional em-
ployee is not given and does not have access
to or responsibility involving classified or
otherwise restricted material.

(2) TERMINATION.—If a person hired on a
conditional basis as described in paragraph
(1) is denied or otherwise does not qualify for
all security clearances necessary for the ful-
fillment of the responsibilities of that person
as an employee of the Commission, the Com-
mission shall immediately terminate the
employment of that person with the Com-
mission.

(h) EXPEDITED SECURITY CLEARANCE PROCE-
DURES.—A candidate for executive director
or deputy executive director of the Commis-
sion and any potential employee of the Com-
mission shall, to the maximum extent pos-
sible, be investigated or otherwise evaluated
for and granted, if applicable, any necessary
security clearances on an expedited basis.

SEC. 6. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.

Upon the request of the Commission, the
Administrator of General Services shall pro-
vide to the Commission, on a reimbursable
basis, the administrative support services
necessary for the Commission to carry out
its responsibilities under this Act.

SEC. 7. TERMINATION OF THE COMMISSION.

The Commission shall terminate 90 days
after the date on which the Commission sub-
mits its final report under section 3.

SEC. 8. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.
(a) INAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-

eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
does not apply to the Commission.

(b) PUBLIC ATTENDANCE.—To the maximum
extent practicable, each meeting of the Com-
mission shall be open to members of the pub-
lic.
SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
not more than $3,500,000, in total, for the
interagency funding of activities of the Com-
mission under this Act for fiscal years 1998,
1999, and 2000, of which, notwithstanding sec-
tion 1346 of title 31, United States Code, and
section 611 of the Treasury and General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Act, 1998, $537,000
shall be made available in equal amounts
from funds made available for fiscal year
1998 to the Departments of Justice, State,
and the Army that are otherwise unobli-
gated. Funds made available to the Commis-
sion pursuant to this section shall remain
available for obligation until December 31,
1999.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) and
the gentleman from New York (Mr. LA-
FALCE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. LEACH).

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Mr. LEACHh asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 3662, the
United States Holocaust Assets Com-
mission Act. The legislation enjoys
broad bipartisan support, as well as the
endorsement of the administration.

For nearly 3 years Congress and the
administration have sought answers to
questions about Nazi transactions and
holdings in Switzerland and other neu-
tral or occupied countries during World
War II. The Committee on Banking and
Financial Services has held a series of
comprehensive hearings, really histori-
cal inquiries, on these issues. The re-
search, including two interagency re-
ports on U.S. and allied efforts to re-
cover Nazi-plundered gold and other as-
sets, revealed a broad pattern of ne-
glect and denial of the truth.

The latest hearing, held last week,
included thoughtful testimony from
Under Secretary of State Stuart
Eizenstat on the second of these inter-
agency reports, which further docu-
mented the role of certain neutral
countries in World War II.

Neutrality in the face of evil and on
a personal and collective level is wor-
thy of review by citizens of any age,
particularly this one, where human re-
lations had become complicated by
unprecedentedly inventive instruments
of war. If we as legislators are to dis-
charge our public duties responsibly,
we must develop an understanding of
the evil of the Holocaust, and how
many countries, including our own, re-
sponded at a time civilization was so
violently challenged.

In the process of preparing reports on
others, the United States has an obli-
gation to look at its own record during

the war. We have reason to take pride
in the great sacrifices of American
Armed Forces in combatting the
Wehrmacht, but we also must remem-
ber that we did not open our doors to
Jewish refugees during the war, even
after our leadership had learned that
Hitler had marked European Jews for
extermination. We accepted only 21,000
Jewish refugees during the war, fewer
than Switzerland in absolute terms,
and fewer per capita than most other
neutral countries.

In this context, one of the issues
which remains unresolved and which
H.R. 3662 is specifically designed to ad-
dress is that of assets of Holocaust vic-
tims which may have been located in
the United States. In the years follow-
ing World War II, Congress recognized
that some of the assets held in this
country under nominal German or
Swiss ownership may, in fact, have be-
longed to Jewish victims of the Holo-
caust who sent their assets abroad for
safekeeping.

For that reason Congress, 35 years
ago, authorized up to $3 million in
claims for such heirless assets to pro-
vide relief and rehabilitation for needy
Holocaust survivors. However, the po-
litical difficulties associated with such
a commitment led Congress ultimately
to settle on a $500,000 contribution. Al-
though the document record and asset
ownership was and still is sparse, it is
likely that heirless assets in the U.S.
were worth more than the 1962 settle-
ment figure.

Today we have the opportunity to ap-
prove legislation which will resolve
this question. It is fitting for the
United States to undertake this task
and practice what it preaches to oth-
ers. To date, more than a dozen coun-
tries, including Switzerland, have
formed historical committees or com-
missions to study their role and atti-
tudes during the war period. H.R. 3662
would bring the United States into par-
ity with other nations by creating a
similar body.

The commission proposed under this
bill would be composed of 21 individ-
uals, including 8 Members of the House
and Senate. Their mandate and respon-
sibility would be to research and deter-
mine what happened to any Holocaust
victims’ assets that came under Fed-
eral Government control after January
30, 1933, the day Hitler came to power
in Germany. The assets would be de-
fined broadly to include everything
from bank accounts and securities to
real estate and rare books.

The commission would report its
findings to the President and the Con-
gress no later than December 31, 1999,
with a goal as we enter the new millen-
nium of helping to bring one of the
darkest chapters in human history to a
compassionate closure.

Moral quandaries are central to res-
titution issues. As one of our hearing
witnesses, Professor Leora Baznitzky,
noted, the Nazis robbed Holocaust vic-
tims not only of their possessions and
lives, but also their memories of their
existence on this earth.
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Another witness, Professor Mark

Larrimore, underlined this point. The
map, he observed, with the help of
which we try to orient ourselves as
human beings, trying to live good and
decent lives, is a map with Auschwitz
on it. Inquiries into the nature of evil
and how to behave in the face of it are
not the normal stuff of governmental
review.

In this case, however, such questions
are relevant not only to the behavior of
all countries involved in World War II,
including our own, but to the question
of establishing retrospective justice,
and the broader responsibility of each
generation of leadership to learn from
the past.

Our century has been indelibly
marked by the Holocaust, and our per-
ception of human nature has been pro-
foundly altered by it. It is imperative
that every credible review effort be un-
dertaken, of which this is one. Accord-
ingly, I urge my colleagues to give this
legislation broad bipartisan support.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on June 4, 1998, the
Committee on Banking and Financial
Services reported H.R. 3662 by voice
vote. The bill allows the United States
to continue its leadership in uncover-
ing the truth about the disposition of
Holocaust assets during and following
World War II. This bill mirrors closely
Senate 1900, which was passed unani-
mously by the Senate on May 1.

The Holocaust Assets Commission
Act would establish a commission com-
prised of Members of Congress from the
House and Senate, representatives
from the executive branch, and private
citizens to research archived docu-
ments and investigate the disposition
of Holocaust-related assets in the
United States.

The commission would create a his-
torical record that is both necessary
and overdue. There are more than
350,000 Holocaust survivors, and ap-
proximately 100,000 live in the United
States. It is important for those sur-
vivors living in the United States to
know and understand the extent of as-
sets that may have come under control
of the United States or within United
States borders.

Mr. Speaker, the United States has
already demonstrated outstanding
leadership through Under Secretary of
State Stuart Eizenstat, who has di-
rected two groundbreaking studies on
the disposition of Holocaust assets.
The first was released in May of 1997
and revealed the extent of looted gold
flowing to and through Switzerland
from Germany, along with evidence
that some of that gold was stolen from
Holocaust victims.

The second report, released last
week, showed the extent of involve-
ment of the so-called neutral countries
in supporting the Nazi war machine by
providing essential war materials. In
the process, these neutral countries

filled their reserves with tons of gold.
Yet, Under Secretary Eizenstat’s re-
port also reveals the complexity of the
neutral countries’ activities and their
support of the Allies’ activities, and
their acceptance of thousands of Jew-
ish refugees.

I cite these two reports to dem-
onstrate the unwavering commitment
of the United States to uncover the
truth about Holocaust-related assets
and the role of various countries dur-
ing this Nazi period.

Since the United States began its in-
vestigations into the disposition of
gold and other assets, several countries
have established commissions and com-
mittees to do similar research. Among
these are Switzerland, the United King-
dom, France, Belgium, Canada, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Por-
tugal, Spain, Argentina, Turkey, and
Croatia. The United States must do no
less.

Under Secretary Eizenstat’s efforts
and reports have spawned considerable
worldwide effort to reveal the truth.
Discoveries are made monthly about
previously unknown accounts and
about activities on the part of banks
and insurance companies. Class action
lawsuits have been filed, and frame-
work agreements and negotiations
have begun between commercial banks
and the aggrieved parties.

The establishment of a U.S. commis-
sion to investigate the disposition of
Holocaust assets in the United States
is the logical and necessary next step
to uncovering the truth and righting
past wrongs.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of H.R.
3662, and urge each of my colleagues to
do the same. It is the right thing to do,
and it is important that we do so now.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN), a
distinguished cosponsor of this particu-
lar bill.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to commend our distin-
guished chairman of the Committee on
Banking and Financial Services, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH), who
is also a senior member of our Commit-
tee on International Relations, for his
ongoing leadership on this issue of Hol-
ocaust-era assets in Swiss banks, and
his ranking member, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. LAFALCE).

Having worked with the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. LEACH), Under Sec-
retary of State Stuart Eizenstat, and
the World Jewish Congress to resolve
existing concerns, I am pleased to be
able to support H.R. 3663, creating this
U.S.-Holocaust Assets Commission.

In the past few years hearings, meet-
ings, conferences, and negotiations

have tried to reconstruct what hap-
pened to the assets of Jewish victims
and others during the Holocaust pe-
riod. As the gentleman from Iowa
(Chairman LEACH) can attest, and as
the gentleman from New York (Mr. LA-
FALCE) has noted, the dam has burst,
and information is starting to seep
forth on a variety of topics.

As a result, the disposition of Holo-
caust-era assets in our Nation needs to
be reviewed as well. The proposed legis-
lation seeks to empower a commission
to discern the status of various types
of Holocaust-era assets in our own Na-
tion. These assets include gold, gems,
jewelry, insurance policies, art books,
manuscripts, religious objects, as well
as bank accounts, domestic financial
instruments, and real estate.

The measure before us would create a
U.S. Holocaust Assets Commission,
also to be known as the Presidential
Commission on Holocaust Assets in the
United States. This commission would
be charged with reviewing Holocaust-
era assets in our Nation to search for
similar gaps as have been found in Eu-
rope.

The commission would be composed
of private citizens, representatives of
the Departments of State, Justice, and
the Treasury, as well as Members of
the House and Senate. The commission
shall be charged with conducting a
thorough study and developing a his-
torical record in the collection and dis-
position of the assets that I have de-
scribed.

It shall determine whether our gov-
ernment came into the control of any
of these assets any time after January,
1933, and to determine the disposition
of those assets through hearings, meet-
ings, and the collection of information
from a wide variety of sources.

I would like to note that the United
States Mint is at West Point, in my
district, or adjoining my district. I
have been told there may very well be
some gold bars that have been stored
there that came out of that period of
time, and I think that is worthwhile
looking into.

The legislation proposes that the
commission shall then make rec-
ommendations to the President regard-
ing any legislative or administrative
actions that should be undertaken as a
result of their inquiry.

This commission is an important
step in shedding much-needed light on
what happened to billions of dollars of
assets in the Holocaust era. Accord-
ingly, I urge my colleagues to vote for
the pending measure, and I want to
commend the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. LEACH) and the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAFALCE), both of
whom worked hard on this measure,
and for bringing it to the floor at this
time.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Califor-
nia (Mr. FILNER).
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the U.S. Hol-
ocaust Assets Commission Act. I be-
lieve this legislation is the most log-
ical and responsible way in which to re-
spond to the growing international ap-
peals to address and resolve the issue
of the ill-gotten bounty of the Holo-
caust.

The United States Federal Govern-
ment must honorably and accurately
determine what, if any, assets of Holo-
caust victims came into its possession
and control and their current location
and status. Only then, with this precise
accounting, can we go about the duty
of deciding what actions are necessary
and appropriate to find the rightful
owners or heirs to these resources.

The time is now to close this disturb-
ing and unfinished chapter of one of
the darkest periods in this century,
and the U.S. Holocaust Assets Commis-
sion Act is the first step in the right
direction toward achieving this just
goal.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY), who
has worked so hard, particularly on re-
lated insurance issues and is an author
of a principal part of this bill.

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from New York (Chairman
LEACH) for introducing this important
legislation. I would also like to thank
him for his skillful grace and intellect
in holding the hearings that could have
been highly charged and obviously
deeply emotional. Chairman LEACH
maintained decorum, a sense of calm,
and a sense of purpose to resolve these
critical issues.

Mr. Speaker, that is why we are here
today with H.R. 3662, legislation that
will help locate and eventually return
assets confiscated by the Nazis. I espe-
cially want to thank the gentleman for
accepting an amendment I offered in
the Committee on Banking and Finan-
cial Services concerning what is per-
haps the most important Holocaust
asset issue: confiscated insurance poli-
cies.

At the end of World War II, many
death camp survivors or their heirs at-
tempted to collect on the insurance
policies that were due. But because
many of the policies had been paid out
to the Nazis or because of the compa-
nies’ unwillingness to honor the
claims, there was no money for the
rightful heirs.

Over the years as information about
the war came to light, the insurance
companies’ collusion with the Nazis be-
came evident. Some companies, name-
ly Allianz and Generali, attempted a
small amount of restitution, but the
vast amount of money owed the Holo-
caust survivors has never been paid.

Today, many survivors and surviving
heirs are still struggling to regain
property that is rightfully theirs.
Whether the property is in a Swiss
bank or a life insurance policy, restitu-
tion must be made by the responsible

parties and Congress must see that res-
titution takes place.

The amendment I offered in the Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Serv-
ices will ensure that at least we will
begin to get to the bottom of the un-
paid insurance claims. Specifically, my
amendment will direct the U.S. Holo-
caust Assets Commission to work with
the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners to list all insurance
companies, both domestic and foreign,
doing business in the United States at
any time after January 30, 1933, that
issued policies to any victim of the
Holocaust. Included in the list will be
the following information:

The number of policies issued by each
listed company;

The value of the policies at the time
of issue;

The total number of policies and the
dollar amount that have been paid out;
and

The present-day value of each listed
company’s United States assets.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from New York (Mr. LEACH) for intro-
ducing the U.S. Holocaust Assets Com-
mission Act, a bill that will help bring
justice to the victims of the Holocaust.
There is, however, another dynamic
out of the jurisdiction of the legisla-
tion we are considering today that is
also important to bring a full resolu-
tion to the problem of unpaid insur-
ance claims.

While private insurers must be held
morally and financially accountable to
their obligations to Holocaust sur-
vivors and their heirs, so must the
former Eastern Bloc Communist coun-
tries who control a substantial amount
of the financial assets we are discuss-
ing today.

Following World War II, the Com-
munists expropriated and nationalized
insurance companies and their assets;
countries whose governments, to this
day, have not made an attempt to ac-
cept their responsibility in this situa-
tion.

Consequently, I have introduced a
House Resolution to ask the U.S. State
Department to raise the issue of insur-
ance monies held by the Governments
of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Re-
public which rightfully belong to the
Holocaust survivors.

Mr. Speaker, that is not a subject of
today’s debate. So I want to urge and
ask my colleagues to strongly support
H.R. 3662, and again thank the chair-
man, the gentleman from New York
(Mr. LEACH) and the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAFALCE), the ranking
member, for their hard work and ef-
forts on this vital, important legisla-
tion on the floor today.

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let me just say in con-
clusion that I want to thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. LAFALCE),
my good friend, for his co-leadership of

this issue and my two distinguished
friends who have spoken today.

Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H.R. 3662, the U.S. Hol-
ocaust Assets Commission Act. There is no
possible way that we could ever right all the
wrongs of the Holocaust, but this legislation
will allow us to recover various lost articles.
H.R. 3662 would allocate 3.5 million dollars
and all other privately received donations to
examine the whereabouts of various assets
lost during the World War II era.

This bill calls for a comprehensive search
among private and public groups allowing us
to redouble the efforts which are needed to
provide much needed information on irreplace-
able items including jewelry, art work, manu-
scripts and religious documents, among with
other insurance policies. The universal feel-
ings of love, comfort, and understanding that
we associate with possessions accumulated
from our loved ones past have been pre-
viously denied to many Holocaust survivors
and their loved ones. This legislation will en-
able hundreds the opportunity to delve into
previously untouchable treasures of the heart.

Six decades and more have passed since
the confiscation of property began. We cannot
return all that was lost, but we can try to re-
turn the hard-earned accounts, real estate and
other such tangible items to their rightful own-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LEACH) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3662, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the Senate bill (S. 1900) to es-
tablish a commission to examine the
issues pertaining to the disposition of
Holocaust-era assets in the United
States before, during, and after World
War II, and to make recommendations
to the President on further action, and
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows:
S. 1900

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘U.S. Holo-
caust Assets Commission Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
Presidential Commission, to be known as the
‘‘Presidential Advisory Commission on Holo-
caust Assets in the United States’’ (hereafter
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’).
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(b) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) NUMBER.—The Commission shall be

composed of 21 members, appointed in ac-
cordance with paragraph (2).

(2) APPOINTMENTS.—Of the 21 members of
the Commission—

(A) 9 shall be private citizens, appointed by
the President;

(B) 3 shall be representatives of the De-
partment of State, the Department of Jus-
tice, and the Department of the Treasury (1
representative of each such Department), ap-
pointed by the President;

(C) 2 shall be Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives;

(D) 2 shall be Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, appointed by the Minority
Leader of the House of Representatives;

(E) 2 shall be Members of the Senate, ap-
pointed by the Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate;

(F) 2 shall be Members of the Senate, ap-
pointed by the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate; and

(G) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council.

(3) CRITERIA FOR MEMBERSHIP.—Each pri-
vate citizen appointed to the Commission
shall be an individual who has a record of
demonstrated leadership on issues relating
to the Holocaust or in the fields of com-
merce, culture, or education that would as-
sist the Commission in analyzing the disposi-
tion of the assets of Holocaust victims.

(4) ADVISORY PANELS.—The Chairperson of
the Commission may, in the discretion of the
Chairperson, establish advisory panels to the
Commission, including State or local offi-
cials, representatives of organizations hav-
ing an interest in the work of the Commis-
sion, or others having expertise that is rel-
evant to the purposes of the Commission.

(5) DATE.—The appointments of the mem-
bers of the Commission shall be made not
later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(c) CHAIRPERSON.—The Chairperson of the
Commission shall be selected by the Presi-
dent from among the members of the Com-
mission appointed under subparagraph (A) or
(B) of subsection (b)(2).

(d) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—Members of
the Commission shall be appointed for the
life of the Commission.

(e) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the mem-
bership of the Commission shall not affect
its powers, but shall be filled in the same
manner as the original appointment.

(f) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet
at the call of the Chairperson at any time
after the date of appointment of the Chair-
person.

(g) QUORUM.—Eleven of the members of the
Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number of members may hold meet-
ings.
SEC. 3. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) ORIGINAL RESEARCH.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in paragraph (3), the Commission shall
conduct a thorough study and develop an
historical record of the collection and dis-
position of the assets described in paragraph
(2), if such assets came into the possession or
control of the Federal Government, includ-
ing the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System or any Federal reserve bank,
at any time after January 30, 1933—

(A) after having been obtained from vic-
tims of the Holocaust by, on behalf of, or
under authority of a government referred to
in subsection (c);

(B) because such assets were left un-
claimed as the result of actions taken by, on
behalf of, or under authority of a govern-
ment referred to in subsection (c); or

(C) in the case of assets consisting of gold
bullion, monetary gold, or similar assets,
after such assets had been obtained by the
Nazi government of Germany from the cen-
tral bank or other governmental treasury in
any area occupied by the military forces of
the Nazi government of Germany.

(2) TYPES OF ASSETS.—Assets described in
this paragraph include—

(A) gold;
(B) gems, jewelry, and non-gold precious

metals;
(C) accounts in banks in the United States;
(D) domestic financial instruments pur-

chased before May 8, 1945 by individual vic-
tims of the Holocaust, whether recorded in
the name of the victim or in the name of a
nominee;

(E) insurance policies and proceeds thereof;
(F) real estate situated in the United

States;
(G) works of art; and
(H) books, manuscripts, and religious ob-

jects.
(3) COORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES.—In carry-

ing out its duties under paragraph (1), the
Commission shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, coordinate its activities with,
and not duplicate similar activities already
or being undertaken by, private individuals,
private entities, or government entities,
whether domestic or foreign.

(b) COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF OTHER RE-
SEARCH.—Upon request by the Commission
and permission by the relevant individuals
or entities, the Commission shall review
comprehensively research by private individ-
uals, private entities, and non-Federal gov-
ernment entities, whether domestic or for-
eign, into the collection and disposition of
the assets described in subsection (a)(2), to
the extent that such research focuses on as-
sets that came into the possession or control
of private individuals, private entities, or
non-Federal government entities within the
United States at any time after January 30,
1933, either—

(1) after having been obtained from victims
of the Holocaust by, on behalf of, or under
authority of a government referred to in sub-
section (c); or

(2) because such assets were left unclaimed
as the result of actions taken by, on behalf
of, or under authority of a government re-
ferred to in subsection (c).

(c) GOVERNMENTS INCLUDED.—A govern-
ment referred to in this subsection includes,
as in existence during the period beginning
on March 23, 1933, and ending on May 8,
1945—

(1) the Nazi government of Germany;
(2) any government in any area occupied

by the military forces of the Nazi govern-
ment of Germany;

(3) any government established with the
assistance or cooperation of the Nazi govern-
ment of Germany; and

(4) any government which was an ally of
the Nazi government of Germany.

(d) REPORTS.—
(1) SUBMISSION TO THE PRESIDENT.—Not

later than December 31, 1999, the Commis-
sion shall submit a final report to the Presi-
dent that shall contain any recommenda-
tions for such legislative, administrative, or
other action as it deems necessary or appro-
priate. The Commission may submit interim
reports to the President as it deems appro-
priate.

(2) SUBMISSION TO THE CONGRESS.—After re-
ceipt of the final report under paragraph (1),
the President shall submit to the Congress
any recommendations for legislative, admin-
istrative, or other action that the President
considers necessary or appropriate.
SEC. 4. POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may hold
such hearings, sit and act at such times and

places, take such testimony, and receive
such evidence as the Commission considers
advisable to carry out this Act.

(b) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES.—The Commission may secure directly
from any Federal department or agency such
information as the Commission considers
necessary to carry out this Act. Upon re-
quest of the Chairperson of the Commission,
the head of any such department or agency
shall furnish such information to the Com-
mission as expeditiously as possible.

(c) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission
may use the United States mails in the same
manner and under the same conditions as
other departments and agencies of the Fed-
eral Government.

(d) GIFTS.—The Commission may accept,
use, and dispose of gifts or donations of serv-
ices or property.
SEC. 5. COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.

(a) COMPENSATION.—No member of the
Commission who is a private citizen shall be
compensated for service on the Commission.
All members of the Commission who are offi-
cers or employees of the United States shall
serve without compensation in addition to
that received for their services as officers or
employees of the United States.

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The members of
the Commission shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code, while away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Commis-
sion.

(c) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DEPUTY EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR, GENERAL COUNSEL, AND
OTHER STAFF.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the selection of the Chairperson of the
Commission under section 2, the Chairperson
shall, without regard to the civil service
laws and regulations, appoint an executive
director, a deputy executive director, and a
general counsel of the Commission, and such
other additional personnel as may be nec-
essary to enable the Commission to perform
its duties under this Act.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The executive direc-
tor, deputy executive director, and general
counsel of the Commission shall be ap-
pointed without regard to political affili-
ation, and shall possess all necessary secu-
rity clearances for such positions.

(3) DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The
executive director of the Commission shall—

(A) serve as principal liaison between the
Commission and other Government entities;

(B) be responsible for the administration
and coordination of the review of records by
the Commission; and

(C) be responsible for coordinating all offi-
cial activities of the Commission.

(4) COMPENSATION.—The Chairperson of the
Commission may fix the compensation of the
executive director, deputy executive direc-
tor, general counsel, and other personnel em-
ployed by the Commission, without regard to
the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter
III of chapter 53 of title 5, United States
Code, relating to classification of positions
and General Schedule pay rates, except
that—

(A) the rate of pay for the executive direc-
tor of the Commission may not exceed the
rate payable for level III of the Executive
Schedule under section 5314 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(B) the rate of pay for the deputy executive
director, the general counsel of the Commis-
sion, and other Commission personnel may
not exceed the rate payable for level IV of
the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of
title 5, United States Code.
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(5) EMPLOYEE BENEFITS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—An employee of the Com-

mission shall be an employee for purposes of
chapters 84, 85, 87, and 89 of title 5, United
States Code, and service as an employee of
the Commission shall be service for purposes
of such chapters.

(B) NONAPPLICATION TO MEMBERS.—This
paragraph shall not apply to a member of the
Commission.

(6) OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT.—
The Office of Personnel Management—

(A) may promulgate regulations to apply
the provisions referred to under subsection
(a) to employees of the Commission; and

(B) shall provide support services relating
to—

(i) the initial employment of employees of
the Commission; and

(ii) other personnel needs of the Commis-
sion.

(d) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—
Any Federal Government employee may be
detailed to the Commission without reim-
bursement to the agency of that employee,
and such detail shall be without interruption
or loss of civil service status or privilege.

(e) PROCUREMENT OF TEMPORARY AND
INTERMITTENT SERVICES.—The Chairperson of
the Commission may procure temporary and
intermittent services under section 3109(b) of
title 5, United States Code, at rates for indi-
viduals which do not exceed the daily equiva-
lent of the annual rate of basic pay pre-
scribed for level V of the Executive Schedule
under section 5316 of such title.

(f) STAFF QUALIFICATIONS.—Any person ap-
pointed to the staff of or employed by the
Commission shall be an individual of integ-
rity and impartiality.

(g) CONDITIONAL EMPLOYMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may

offer employment on a conditional basis to a
prospective employee pending the comple-
tion of any necessary security clearance
background investigation. During the pend-
ency of any such investigation, the Commis-
sion shall ensure than such conditional em-
ployee is not given and does not have access
to or responsibility involving classified or
otherwise restricted material.

(2) TERMINATION.—If a person hired on a
conditional basis as described in paragraph
(1) is denied or otherwise does not qualify for
all security clearances necessary for the ful-
fillment of the responsibilities of that person
as an employee of the Commission, the Com-
mission shall immediately terminate the
employment of that person with the Com-
mission.

(h) EXPEDITED SECURITY CLEARANCE PROCE-
DURES.—A candidate for executive director
or deputy executive director of the Commis-
sion and any potential employee of the Com-
mission shall, to the maximum extent pos-
sible, be investigated or otherwise evaluated
for and granted, if applicable, any necessary
security clearances on an expedited basis.
SEC. 6. SUPPORT SERVICES.

During the 180-day period following the
date of enactment of this Act, the General
Services Administration shall provide ad-
ministrative support services (including of-
fices and equipment) for the Commission.
SEC. 7. TERMINATION OF THE COMMISSION.

The Commission shall terminate 90 days
after the date on which the Commission sub-
mits its final report under section 3.
SEC. 8. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

(a) INAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
does not apply to the Commission.

(b) PUBLIC ATTENDANCE.—To the maximum
extent practicable, each meeting of the Com-
mission shall be open to members of the pub-
lic.
SEC. 9. FUNDING OF COMMISSION.

Notwithstanding section 1346 of title 31,
United States Code, or section 611 of the

Treasury and General Government Appro-
priations Act, 1998, of funds made available
for fiscal years 1998 and 1999 to the Depart-
ments of Justice, State, and any other ap-
propriate agency that are otherwise unobli-
gated, not more than $3,500,000 shall be avail-
able for the interagency funding of activities
of the Commission under this Act. Funds
made available to the Commission pursuant
to this section shall remain available for ob-
ligation until December 31, 1999.

MOTION OFFERED BY MR. LEACH

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
motion.

The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. LEACH moves to strike out all

after the enacting clause and insert in
lieu thereof the provisions of H.R. 3662,
as passed by the House.

The motion was agreed to.
The Senate bill was ordered to be

read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table.

A similar House bill, (H.R. 3662) was
laid on the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

COMMEMORATING 100 YEARS OF
RELATIONS BETWEEN PEOPLE
OF UNITED STATES AND PEOPLE
OF THE PHILIPPINES

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 404) commemorating 100
years of relations between the people of
the United States and the people of the
Philippines.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 404

Whereas 1998 marks 100 years of special
ties between the people of the United States
and the people of the Philippines and is also
the centennial celebration of Philippine
independence from Spain which initiated re-
lations with the United States;

Whereas the people of the Philippines have
on many occasions demonstrated their
strong commitment to democratic principles
and practices, the free exchange of views on
matters of public concern, and the develop-
ment of a strong civil society;

Whereas the Philippines has embraced eco-
nomic reform and free market principles
and, despite current challenging cir-
cumstances, its economy has registered sig-
nificant economic growth in recent years
benefiting the lives of the people of the Phil-
ippines;

Whereas the large Philippine-American
community has immeasurably enriched the
fabric of American society and culture;

Whereas Filipino soldiers fought shoulder
to shoulder with American troops on the bat-
tlefields of World War II, Korea, and Viet-
nam;

Whereas the Philippines is an increasingly
important trading partner of the United
States as well as the recipient of significant
direct American investment;

Whereas the United States relies on the
Philippines as a partner and treaty ally in
fostering regional stability, enhancing pros-
perity, and promoting peace and democracy;
and

Whereas the 100th anniversary of relations
between the people of the United States and
the people of the Philippines offers an oppor-
tunity for the United States and the Phil-
ippines to renew their commitment to inter-
national cooperation on issues of mutual in-
terest and concern: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the Philippines on the
commemoration of its independence from
Spain;

(2) looks forward to a broadening and deep-
ening of friendship and cooperation with the
Philippines in the years ahead for the mu-
tual benefit of the people of the United
States and the people of the Philippines;

(3) supports the efforts of the Philippines
to further strengthen democracy, human
rights, the rule of law, and the expansion of
free market economics both at home and
abroad; and

(4) recognizes the close relationship be-
tween the nations and the people of the
United States and the people of the Phil-
ippines and pledges its support to work
closely with the Philippines in addressing
new challenges as we begin our second cen-
tury of friendship and cooperation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WEXLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have in-

troduced this resolution commemorat-
ing 100 years of relations between the
people of the United States and the
people of the Philippines. I am pleased
to bring it to the floor today for con-
sideration, and I am pleased to be
joined by our distinguished chairman
of our Subcommittee on Asia and the
Pacific of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER).

Mr. Speaker, it is right and fitting
that the House of Representatives
make note of the special relationship
that our Nation and the Philippines
have shared for nearly a century. The
beginning of our country’s relationship
with the Philippines in 1898 also marks
the beginning of our great interest in
the Pacific and the development of
strong, robust historical and cultural
ties between the Philippines and the
United States.
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